MUSSOLINI  AND  FASCISM
patriots,  Catholics  and  unbelievers,  royalists  and re-
publicans.
In the Chamber, as well as outside of it, cthe Country *
was the rallying cry. In face of the growing peril, each
and all sacrificed their interests to the welfare of Italy.
More important even than this, a whole group of the
socialist troops, discouraged by the attitude of those in
authority over them, began to call to mind how full of
energy that old comrade of theirs had been, the comrade
who had now become the leader of the Fascists. And
they began to ask themselves whether he was not the
man to bring about the emancipation of the proletariat.
Mussolini, who had been kept well informed of this trend
of feeling, saw how all-important it was. The Fascist
troops might see their numbers doubled at a stroke and
the Fascist influence become predominant in the State.
That being so, he did not hesitate. On the 3rd August,
he signed a sort of treaty of peace with the socialists and
the Italian Labour headquarters. A good many Fascists,
not realizing what was in their leader's mind, took um-
brage at this move. But Mussolini stood his ground and
at last prevailed on them to ratify his decision, with the
result that the socialists came over in a body. The
Government looked on helplessly as this imperium in
imperio came into being.
In view of the amplitude of the movement, the some-
what rough and ready organization of the militant Fas-
cists had to be put on a more formal basis, with a regular
hierarchy of ranks and grades. This was the object of
the congress which began at Rome in October. Even
at that date there was something of the dictator about
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